
Welcome to Pre-K 4! 

I wanted to tell you about some of the yearlong activities that we will be doing this 

year.  

To send messages, reminders, or alerts I will use Classtag.  The information on how to 

sign up for the Classtag app was emailed in August, but if you did not receive it please let me 

know.  Classtag is a free app that that I will also use to post pictures that we take at school 

and digital copies of the notes and reminders that I send home for parents. 

 

Each week I will send home a copy of the lesson plan so that you will know what we will 

be working on in class each day. I do this so that you are able to help reinforce what we are 

working on and it also helps you to understand when your child comes home and tells you 

about their day or when they shrug their shoulders or say “Nothing” when you ask what they 

did at school.   

 

A monthly classroom newsletter and also a class calendar will be sent home that will 

update you about special events happening in class.  All this same information will always be 

posted on our class web page…   https://mrswaltersprek4.weebly.com  

 

On the class calendar you will notice your child’s name listed on different days.  These 

are the day’s that it will be your child’s turn to bring a snack to share with the class.  We 

have snack each afternoon but please send the snack to school with your child in the 

mornings.  I have a refrigerator in the classroom for anything that needs to be kept cold.  I 

know that healthy isn’t always a fun snack but please try to encourage your child to choose 

something healthy to share with their friends unless it’s their birthday snack ☺  Here are a 

few ideas… 

Fruit Crackers Yogurt Granola bars  Cereal bars 

Halved sandwiches Cereal  Veggies Cheese Popcorn Veggie straws 

Cheese its  Animal crackers  Taco chips 

When sending a snack it would be very helpful if the snack was ready to serve (veggies/fruit 

already washed and cut, chips or crackers already portioned out into baggies, ect.)  

 

Starting next week your children will have weekly classroom jobs that they will be 

responsible for in class.  The jobs range from table wiping to classroom line leader so ask 

your children about their jobs each week!   

 

The last Thursday of each month the children will attend the school mass.  On these 

days please have them dressed for church (no jeans or cartoon shirts).  If the last Thursday 

should fall on a vacation (Thanksgiving break, Christmas break, etc.) then we will attend the 

last mass before the break.  We would love for you to join us if you are able to come! 

 

We do Show-n-Tell every Friday and will start next Friday.  I ask that you allow your 

child to bring only one item to school and only on Fridays for show-n-tell.  Please encourage 

your child to choose a show-n-tell that has something to do with the Letter, Number, Color, 

https://mrswaltersprek4.weebly.com/


Shape, or Theme of the week.  I do this as a way to help reinforce the weekly concepts, and 

it’s also a fun way for the children to show what they have learned. The weekly theme, 

letter, number, shape, and color will always be listed on the lesson plan, the newsletter, and 

also the class calendar.  Later in the year the show-n-tell focus will change to ONLY letters, 

but I will send home a note to let you know before that will begin. 

 

Starting next week and continuing each week throughout the year will be “Star Day.”  

On this day children try to earn a star, at their own pace, by showing mastery of knowledge 

for 8 different skills; knowing their colors, shapes, letters, phonics, numbers, name writing, 

address and phone number.  The ultimate goal is to earn all 8 stars before the end of the 

year.  This is hard work so when a child earns all 8 of their stars they will receive a 

certificate and their choice of prizes from the toy prize box. 

 

St. Francis follows the school district calendar (a copy of this was included in the 

family packet from the school office) and inclement weather policy.  Whenever Manistique 

Schools are closed for inclement weather, we are also closed.  Families that are enrolled in 

the school’s day care program please be advised that there will be no day care during 

Parent/Teacher conferences, inclement weather days, or school vacation days.   

  

 Each year our class subscribes to the “Clifford” class room magazine.  This magazine 

is a colorful, informative, and fun tool that helps teach several different skills while also 

working on early reading concepts.  The subscription fee is included in the project fee so no 

additional money needs to be sent to school. The magazine subscription also comes with 

online interactive pages, videos, and games that you can access at home.  Information on how 

to connect to Clifford online is included in this packet. 

 

I will do my best to check for Class Tag messages throughout the day but sometimes I 

I am not able.  If you have an urgent message or if you have dismissal/bussing information or 

changes to relay please do this by calling the school office. 
 

If you have ANY questions or concerns throughout the year please don’t hesitate to 

reach me… 

• Here at St Francis 341-5512 ext. 232 weekly until 3:45  

• My email ellen.walters@sfdsraiders.com 

• Classtag messaging 

 

Here’s to a fun and educational year! 

Attachments coming home today:  

September Newsletter, September Class Calendar, Daily Classroom schedule, Behavior system 

note, Parent Handbook (only sent to families that are new to St. Francis), Clifford Online note, 

Zoo phonics information, “Handle with care” note 

 

 



Behavior  system used for Mrs. Walters class 

Your children will learn about this  next week but I wanted to share it with parents also.   

In class we will use a behavior clip chart as a visual aid for the children to keep track of both attendance and 

behavior levels.  Children will move their clip up on the chart for showing positive behavior and down for poor 

choices.  At the end of the day each child will have a sticker card where they will be awarded stickers for the 

behavior level they reached for that day. When a child’s chart is full they will earn their choice of a treat or toy 

from the treasure box.  

Everyone can have a bad day and sometimes a child will have a hard time with listening or following 

directions.  When this happens they will have 3 warnings before they have to move their clip to the next level.  

After moving their clip they will have opportunity throughout the day to return to the higher levels by 

demonstrating that they have corrected or stopped the behavior with the goal of returning to green and even 

pink levels.   If, by the end of the day, they were unable to return to green they will not receive a sticker on 

their card for that day.  Each day will be a fresh start and all children will start their day on Green.  If children 

have a great day by showing that they are, not only able to follow the classroom rules, but also do special 

things that help others and show kindness they will move up to the pink level and earn a heart for the class 

heart jar.   

The Visual behavior chart will use these color-coded sections: 

  Pink: Child has earned positive behavior points. They will earn a sticker on their sticker chart and 
will also earn a heart to put in our classroom heart jar.  Each time throughout the year that the heart jar 
is filled the children will earn a special class party of their choosing (stuffed animal party, show-n-tell 
party, pajama part, etc.) 

  Green: This is where the children start each day.  If still on green at the end of the day the child has 

made good choices, followed class rules, and will receive a sticker for their sticker chart 

  Yellow: Warning level: Child has received 3 warnings but continued making poor choices so they 

needed to move their clip down to Yellow. 

  Red: Child has received 3 additional warnings but continued making poor choices and needed to 

move their clip down to Red. A note will be sent home to the parents that explains what happened. 

  Black: Child has still continued the poor choices so one of the parents will be called and I will ask that 

you speak with your child via telephone.  If the behavior continues or is not corrected the child will be sent 

home for the remainder of the day and a parent will need to pick up their child.  If a child accumulates 

multiple black levels a parent conference will be required. 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions about our behavior system or anything else throughout the year.  

Please remember that NO question, comment, or concern should ever go unaddressed so don’t hesitate to 

contact me! 

Behaviors that move clips up    Behaviors that move clips down 

Helping others  Hurtful  
Participating  Disruptive 

Persistence  Not listening/following instructions 

Teamwork  Making poor or harmful choices 

Exhibits Catholic morals and behaviors  Unkind/Disrespectful 
On task and Working hard  Off Task/Unfocused  

 



Mrs. Walters’ 5 Classroom Rules 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Use 

listening 

ears 

Follow 

directions 

Be  

KIND  
to 

everyone 

and 

everything 

Use walking 

feet everywhere 

but outside 

Use inside 

voices inside 



 

 

Handle with Care 
 

If your family is experiencing 

difficulties at home, I would like to 

provide additional support at 

school.  I understand that you are 

not always able to share details 

and that’s okay.  If your child is 

coming to school after a difficult 

night, morning, or weekend, please 

message me “Handle with Care”.  

Nothing else will be said or asked.  

This will let me know that your 

child may need extra time, 

patience, or help during the day! 


